
 

 

FAIRVIEW HEIGHTS PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Board of Trustees Regular Meeting 

Minutes of May 21, 2026 

 

 

I. OPENING OF MEETING 

Meeting called to order @ 7:00 p.m. by Deborah Smith, President 
Present: Donna Bullock, Carolyn Clark, Laurinda Hardy, Rochelle Hobson, Karie Sheils, Deborah 

Smith, Linda Spencer, Jill Pifer, Library Director 

Absent: Patti Hopkins, Bill Poletti 
 

Additions to Agenda 

Mayor Kupsky has approved the renewal of terms for board members Carolyn Clark, Donna 

Bullock and Laurinda Hardy.  

Discussion on the term expiration for Bill Poletti without the renewal from Mayor Kupsky raised 

questions on the handling for his voting privilege on board business. Jill Pifer stated that the 

library board’s lawyer had been consulted. The response gave rise to the effect that Mr. Poletti’s 

appointment was made as a representative from the mayor’s office. His tenure on the library 

board is within reason to have all voting privileges. 

 
 

II. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. Approval of April 16, 2026 Library Board Meeting Minutes 

Motion #1 (Karie Sheils/ Carolyn Clark ) Approve April 16, 2026 Library Board Meeting 

Minutes. Motion passed by consensus. 

B. Library Directors Report (Written Report)  

Highlights from the written report included: retiree workshop, DOJ extension on website 

accessibility per new ADA standards, resignation of staff member Candice Robertson, 

Library Friends luncheon, cataloging CE requirements completed. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF ALL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS, REPORTS AND BILL LIST 

Motion #2  ( Donna Bullock/Karie Sheils ) Approve financial statements, reports and bill list. 

Roll Call Vote: Donna Bullock yes, Carolyn Clark yes, Laurinda Hardy yes, 

                          Rochelle Hobson yes, Karie Sheils yes, Debora Smith yes, Linda Spencer yes. 

Motion Passed 7 yes 0 no 
 

IV. COMMUNICATION AND CORRESPONDENCE ( None) 
 

V. CITIZENS COMMENTS   (None) 
 

VI. ILLINOIS HEARTLAND LIBRARY SYSTEM REPORT (None) 
 

VII. STANDING COMMITTEES  

A. Finance  

Committee approved minutes of 5/19/26 meeting 

B.  Personnel (none) 

C. Policy Would like to meet in June or July to discuss some policies 
 

VIII. SPECIAL COMMITTEES  (None) 



 

 

 

IX. BUSINESS 

 

A. Discussion and vote on the FY 2025/2026 State of Illinois 75 ILCS 5/4-10 report. 

Report included Exhibits B - F 

Motion # 3 ( Karie Sheils/Rochelle Hobson  ) Accept the FY 2025/206 State of Illinois 

75 ILCS 5/4-10 report. 

Roll Call Vote: Donna Bullock yes, Carolyn Clark yes, Laurinda Hardy yes, 

                          Rochelle Hobson yes, Karie Sheils yes, Debora Smith yes, Linda Spencer yes. 

Motion Passed 7 yes 0 no 
 

B. Discussion and vote on the non-resident fee for FY 2026/2027. 

Discussion on Swansea residents being the largest interest group to purchase Fairview 

Heights Library cards. The increase for 2026 is reflective of the general mathematical 

formula based on the budget and population. 

Motion #  4( Donna Bullock/Karie Shiels )  Approve the non-resident fee library card 

rate for 2026/2027 for the amount of $123.00. 

Roll Call Vote: Donna Bullock yes, Carolyn Clark yes, Laurinda Hardy yes, 

                          Rochelle Hobson yes, Karie Sheils yes, Debora Smith yes, Linda Spencer yes. 

Motion Passed 7 yes 0 no 

 

C. Discussion and update on the state of current library renovation efforts. 

Library was closed from May 4 -9, 2026 for installation of the carpet. Final plans have 

been drawn for the circulation desk. The next step is to prepare the bid documents.  

 

D. Discussion on the library director review and distribution of surveys. 

 The staff and board survey forms for the library director’s review have been revised. 

Karie Sheils will process the documents for distribution no later than May 28, 2026.   

Karie will request a date for return of the document when the email is sent with the 

evaluation instrument. 

X. CLOSED SESSION 
 

XI. ADJOURNMENT  7:40 p.m. CONSENSUS 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

______________________________ 

Linda Spencer, Secretary 


